
I open the door and shout out loud: “Honey! Were 
flooding!” The water comes with a huge speed to our 
front door. We run outside and start to replace sto-
nes, dig gutters and do everything possible to adjust 
the flood. Of course it is in the middle of the night, it is 
pitch dark, to make it a little bit easier. We trudge on 
throughout the night, soaking in our clothes because 
it keeps raining cats and dogs. But it works. Thank 
God. Towards dawn we can hang our clothes to dry 
in front of the stove and rest, with a bewildered look 
on our face. Spain and rain, that is quite something…

We had seen signs before with “beware, danger 
of flooding”. We had to chuckle about it. Spain, the 
land of drought and sun. Yeah sure! We had no idea 
that it could be actually pretty serious. And that this 
could even take weeks ... that our house would also 
be flooded at the end... We had prepared ourselves 
for many things, but this we could not have foreseen.

How happy I am that we knew deep inside why we 
moved to Spain, and that we wanted this with all our 
heart and soul!Because at some point during all this 
rain we were completely done with it. With every 
rain drop we were sitting on the tip of our chair. It 
seemed like we were going backwards instead of 
ahead.

Life has its surprises, it throws unforeseen circum-
stances in your lap that you really are not happy 
about. But because of that “heart-and-soul-why” 
you can continue, even if you’re about to quit. 
Then you can be proud of yourself when you 
have taken the bump and have come one step 
closer to your goal. Only in a different way than 
you expected.

So now we’ll get not only a waterproof house, but 
also a porch next to our house where we hadn’t 
planned it, one that can at the same time cool us 
in the hot Spanish summers. So: hello unforeseen 
circumstances, tell us what we do not know yet 
and give us your blessing in disguise :-)
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